
REGULAR TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
APRIL 5, 2021 

Minutes of the Regular Town Commission Meeting of the Town of Ocean Ridge held on Monday, 
April 5, 2021 at 6:00 PM in the Town Hall Commission Chambers and live audio feed provided through 

Gotomeeting.com. 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor de Haseth at 6:00 p.m. Mayor de Haseth reminded that the live 
audio feed is no longer interactive and encouraged those that would like to make a public comment to attend 
in person, or send comments to the Town Clerk prior to the meeting. 

ROLL CALL 
Town Clerk Armstrong led the roll call, which was answered by the following: 

Vice Mayor Coz 
Mayor de Haseth 
Commissioner Hurlburt 
Commissioner Pugh 
Commissioner Wiescholek 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

Mayor de Haseth led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Vice Mayor Coz proposed to move item 3, Electing a Mayor, and 4, Electing Vice Mayor, as the first 
items for discussions under the Regular Agenda Items. 

Commissioner Pugh moved to approve the agenda as amended; seconded by Vice Mayor Coz. 
Motion carried 5-0. 

PRESENTATIONS 
a. Plaque Presentation to Outgoing Town Commissioner Phil Besler (By: Town Manager Stevens) 
Town Manager Stevens thanked former Commissioner Besler for his financial expertise and mentioned 
how he was a great asset to the Town, while presenting him with a plaque. Mr. Besler accepted the plaque 
and thanked his wife, neighbors, Town Manager Stevens and Town Staff, and his former Commissioners. 
He also congratulated the newly elected Commissioners. 

b. Certification of Election Results for the March 9, 2021 Municipal Election, and Swearing-in ofNewly 
Elected Town Commissioners (By: Town Clerk Armstrong) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read the election results report into the record. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to accept the Official Municipal Election Results of March 9, 2021 as 
certified by the Palm Beach County Supervisor of Elections; seconded by Commissioner Pugh. 
Motion carried 5-0. 

Town Clerk Armstrong proceeded to swear in the newly elected Town Commissioners. 

c. Employee of the Quarter, Police Officer Lequandra Beckford (By: Town Manager Stevens) 
Town Manager Stevens named Police Officer Lequandra Beckford as the employee of the quarter. She 
mentioned the accomplishments of Officer Beckford and thanked her for all her hard work and dedication 
to keeping Ocean Ridge safe. 
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d. Annual Audit Presentation and Acceptance of FY20 Audit by the Town Commission (By: Ron 
Bennett, Town Auditor) 

Town Auditor, Ron Bennett, presented the FY20 audit report to the Commission, and he informed that there 
were no deficiencies found. 

Vice Mayor Coz complimented Mr. Bennett on his presentation and asked him if he will be the Auditor 
next year, to which Mr. Bennett stated that he would like to if the Commission directs it. 

Commissioner Wiescholek noted that the Town did not use as much money from reserves as originally 
budgeted, to which Town Manager Stevens concurred and noted that the fund balance has increased for 
many years. She explained that the budget is a projection of everything that the Town plans to do 
throughout the year, and most times not everything budgeted occurs. She gave the example of budgeting 
for a full staffs salaries and benefits, with turnover throughout the year creating an increase in fund balance 
at the end of the year due to short staffing and not having to pay the full salary and benefits, and projects 
that could not be completed without a full staff. Town Auditor Bennett concurred with Town Manager 
Stevens and added that when budgeting, the Town has to assume that everything it intends to do will happen 
and all positions will be filled at all times. Mr. Bennett summarized the fund balance. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked about the ideal percentage of unassigned fund balance to have, to which 
Town Auditor Ron Bennett stated that it is good to have a good portion of unassigned fund balance that can 
be used in case of emergencies. 

Commissioner Pugh gave an overview of one time many years ago that the Town had to go into its reserves 
to actually balance a budget, and that it is good that the Town has a large portion of unassigned fund balance. 
Commissioner Pugh also agreed that the budget is a projection of the maximum amount to be able to spend. 
Town Auditor Bennett stated that the Town is being fiscally responsible, and gave a history of working 
with the Town over the years on the audits. 

Commissioner Pugh moved to accept the annual audit of fiscal year 2020; seconded by Commissioner 
Hurlburt. Motion carried 5-0. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. The Annual Town Commission Goal Setting Workshop will be held on April 19th at 5:00 PM at Town 

Hall. The next Regular Town Commission Meeting will be held on May 3rd at 6:00 PM at Town Hall. 
The next Planning & Zoning Commission meeting will be held on April 19th at 8:00 AM at Town 
Hall. The Board of Adjustment meetings will now be held at 9:00 a.m. on the third Wednesday of the 
month as needed. The next Septic to Sewer Citizens' Advisory Committee Meeting is to be 
determined. 

b. The Town Commission will consider appointments to the following Board positions at the May 3, 
2021 Town Commission meeting: Board of Adjustment, two regular members for a three year term; 
Planning & Zoning Commission, two regular members for a three year term; and Planning & Zoning 
Commission, one alternate member for a one year term. Interested residents must be registered to 
vote in Ocean Ridge and submit a resume and letter of interest to the Town Clerk by the deadline of 
April 21 st at 3 :00 p.m. Incumbents are exempted from the resume and letter of interest requirement. 

c. The beach crossovers at Edith Street and Anna Street have re-opened effective April 1st
. They will 

temporarily close for a few days once the contractor is ready to perform the landscaping portion of 
the project. Check the website for updates which will be posted as we receive them. 

d. The City of Boynton Beach will be constructing parking lot enhancements at Oceanfront Park from 
April 5th through April 8th until 8 p.m. on each of those evenings. The upper level of the parking lot 
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will be closed beginning at 2 p.m. during this timeframe. The lower parking area will be available 
with a temporary entrance & exit access beginning at 2 p.m., only for the specified dates. 

e. The Town will be providing free shredding services to residents of Ocean Ridge and Briny Breezes 
on Saturday, April 17, 2021 from 9 a.m. until Noon in the back parking lot at Town Hall. For more 
information regarding this event, please visit the Town's website. 

f. Please join us each month prior to the Town Commission meeting at 5:00 p.m. for the Building 
Official Educational Forum in the Commission Chambers at Town Hall. Details including topics to 
be discussed each month are on the Town's website. 

g. Residents who wish to sign up to receive important Town notifications and news through Civic Ready 
should sign up on the Town's website or call Town Hall for assistance. 

h. Next on the agenda is public comment. The Mayor will invite the public to speak to the Commission 
on any item that is not printed on the agenda. Public comments on specific agenda items may be 
made later in the meeting when the items are taken up. There is a one-time per item three (3) minute 
individual limit for public comments that will be timed by the Town Clerk. Public comment is not 
meant to be a question and answer period, and there will be no dialogue. Anyone wishing to speak 
during public comment will approach the podium and state their name and address for the record. 
All comments shall be directed to the Commission as a whole and not to individual Commissioners, 
Staff, or members of the public. Language which includes profanity or cursing, or which is presented 
in an aggressive or threatening manner toward the Town Commission, Staff, or other members of the 
public is prohibited, and rules of order shall be upheld by the Presiding Officer. 

PUBLIC COMMENT - (3-minute individual limit) 
Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, congratulated all the winners of the election and the voters. He also 
thanked Town Manager Stevens and staff for their assistance with his home situation due to a fire. 

Ted Ritota, 4 Hudson Avenue, congratulated the winners of the election and thanked all the staff that 
oversaw the seawall project. He noted that the contractors of the project were cordial and timely. Mr. Ritota 
stated that the Edith Street crossover landscaping needs to be restored to the original condition prior to the 
project. 

Stella Kolb, 204 Beach way Drive, congratulated the winners of the election, and voiced her frustration with 
staff not being able to respond to public comments. She asked for a status update on the crossover gate at 
Turtle Beach. Town Manager Stevens requested for permission from the presiding officer to speak, and 
then stated that she met with the President of the Homeowner's Association recently, and the HOA is 
working with the Town to fix the issues. She invited Mrs. Kolb to Town Hall to discuss this further. 

Peter Burling, 7 Osprey Drive, congratulated the winners of the election, and thanked all the candidates 
who ran. He noted that it was an exceptional effort and stated his opinion is that the majority of the voters 
would like to see a change in how Commissioners interact with the public. 

Janet Schjins, 120 Dolphin Road, congratulated the winners of the election, and thanked all those who ran. 
She stated that some issues throughout the Town have divided the residents, and that the Commission 
should make efforts to unify the residents. She asked Commissioners to vote for Geoff Pugh as Mayor. She 
also asked the Town to reconsider extending Police Chief Hutchins' contract. 

Phil Besler, 5906 Old Ocean Blvd and Former Commissioner, clarified that the audit does not include the 
current budget, as it is an audit of the past budget in FY 19/20. 

David Hutchins, 33 Harbour Drive N, congratulated the winners of the election, and summarized the 
election report. He stated his opinion that the turnout of votes shows that people want change, and he asked 
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that Commissioners vote for Geoff Pugh for Mayor due to his past experience. He informed that he is not 
in favor of reducing funding for public safety and would like to see the Police Chief contract extended. 

Town Commissioner Wiescholek stated that he agrees with Mrs. Kolb that the Town Commission should 
always address issues and comments from residents, but he noted that the Town Commission does address 
all comments at some point either during the meeting or through the Town Manager, and not just during 
the public comment period of the meeting. Commissioner Pugh objected and stated that Commissioners or 
staff should be able to respond to the public during public comment. He also voiced his disapproval for 
having public comments prior to Commissioner comments during regular agenda items. He would like for 
the public to be able to hear Commissioner comments prior to the Mayor calling for public comment so 
that residents can provide additional insight to the Commission. Mayor de Haseth stated that public 
comment is allowed on every item, to which Commissioner Pugh explained that public comment is allowed 
on every item, but should be called for after Commissioner comments. Vice Mayor Coz concurred with 
Commissioner Pugh about changing the structure of public comment so that the public is a part of the 
decision making, to which Mayor de Haseth stated that the Rules of Order and Procedure were adopted 
when Commissioner Coz was serving as Mayor in 2019, and Vice Mayor Coz stated that he was against 
the approval. 

Commissioners discussed the order of when public comments are made and when they should be made. 
Commissioner Hurlburt asked Town Attorney Goddeau for her input on when the public comment should 
be made for a regular agenda item, to which Town Attorney Goddeau stated that the current procedure to 
have public comment before Commissioner comments is part of the Town's adopted Rules of Order and 
Procedure, and that the procedure is similar to other municipalities. Commissioner Pugh stated that he is in 
favor of changing the procedure to allow staff to answer public comments and have public comment on 
every agenda item after Commissioner comments. Mayor de Haseth asked that each Commissioner speak 
with staff during their respective Commissioner meetings about what they would like changed about the 
Rules of Order and Procedure, and bring it back as a Commission item if necessary. Commissioner 
Wiescholek asked if the rules can be suspended, to which Town Attorney Goddeau stated that the rules can 
be suspended temporarily. 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (Items that do not require discussion) 
1. a. Adopt Minutes of Regular Town Commission Meeting of March 1, 2021. 

b. Approve Budgeted Expenditure of $619,353.85 to the City of Boynton Beach for the semi-annual 
installment of the Fire/EMS Services contract. 

Commissioner Pugh moved to approve the consent agenda; seconded by Vice Mayor Coz. Motion 
Carried 5-0. 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
3. Resolution No. 2021-04: A Resolution of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, Electing a Mayor. 
Town Clerk Armstrong read Resolution No. 2021-04 into the record by title only and explained the voting 
process that all Commissioners present would fill out a ballot. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Town Clerk Armstrong stated that the results on the ballot showed Commissioner de Haseth receiving three 
votes for Mayor, and Commissioner Pugh receiving two. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to adopt Resolution 2021-04, Electing Commissioner de Haseth as 
Mayor; seconded by Commissioner Wiescholek. Motion Carried 5-0. 
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4. Resolution No. 2021-05: A Resolution of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, Electing a Vice 
Mayor. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Resolution No. 2021-05 into the record by title only and explained the voting 
process that all Commissioners present would fill out a ballot. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Town Clerk Armstrong stated that the results on the ballot showed Commissioner Hurlburt receiving three 
votes for Vice Mayor, and Commissioner Pugh receiving two. 

Commissioner Wiescholek moved to adopt Resolution 2021-05, Electing Commissioner Hurlburt as 
Vice Mayor; seconded by Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion Carried 5-0. 

Commissioner Wiescholek voiced his frustration over the political battle during the election. He thanked 
all those who ran, but reminded any future candidates to be civil and not use any false statements. 

Vice Mayor Coz asked Commissioner Wiescholek whether he stated that he would alternate the Mayor seat 
last year when a Mayor was selected, to which Commissioner Wiescholek stated that he does believe in 
alternating the Mayor seat, but on a biennial basis. Commissioner Wiescholek reiterated the importance of 
civility during elections, and also noted that Mayors have not been selected based on popularity in the past. 
Commissioner Pugh disagreed with Commissioner Wiescholek, and stated that his comments should have 
been made during Commissioner comments. 

2. Expansion to Edith Street Crossover Steps to Add Seating (By: Town Manager Stevens) 
Town Manager Stevens provided an overview of the item by noting that the citizens' group overseeing the 
crossover re-installation requested that the Edith Street crossover steps be expanded to add a bench for 
seating. The item is coming before the Town Commission at this time for a policy decision to be made 
regarding the expansion of the crossover steps, as there are conflicting opinions from residents as to whether 
or not this should be allowed. Town Manager Stevens noted that the contractor on the seawall project is no 
longer willing to pay for the expansion and the monies for it would come from the Town if the Commission 
decides to proceed. 

Commissioner Wiescholek moved to suspend the rules of order and procedure for this item; seconded 
by Commissioner Pugh. Motion carried 4-1 with Mayor de Haseth dissenting. 

Daniel Miller, Attorney for Thomas Olofsson of 6195 N. Ocean Blvd., stated that the expansion of the 
crossover would pose several issues for the homeowner because his property is close to the crossover. He 
showed pictures of the distance of the crossover to the home, and noted that the expansion would attract 
more people, which would cause disturbances to the homeowner. He further noted that the homeowner 
refuses to pay for the expansion, and any expansion of the crossover would need to be paid for by the Town. 
Mr. Miller asked the Commission to deny or defer the item until more information is gathered, such as 
engineering comments about the expansion. 

Commissioner Pugh asked how far the privacy wall will extend toward the beach, to which Mr. Miller 
stated that the wall is 6' high and he does not know how far it will extend. Commissioner Pugh asked Mr. 
Miller to get more information about what will be done to the wall, and if the owner will re-install the wall 
and fence in the same location prior to the seawall project, and Mr. Miller responded that he does not know 
that information, but knows for certain that regardless of the wall or fence that additional noises will disturb 
the homeowner. 
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Commissioner Coz stated that the Commission will vote in the direction of the residents, but warned that 
expanding the crossover to add steps for seating will attract more people that can loiter and possible 
homeless persons. 

Vice Mayor Hurlburt concurred with Commissioner Coz's comments, and that the Town could defer in 
order to explore an alternate option that could satisfy both sides. 

Commissioner Wiescholek noted that public beach crossovers cannot be unreasonably restricted. He noted 
the benefits of the steps and decks, but argued that the expansion would directly impact the homeowners 
on both sides because of the proximity, and under Town Code, a homeowner would not be able to build 
that close into the setback. 

Commissioner Pugh stated that the agreement is specific that the crossover is to be re-installed back to its 
original or similar condition prior to building. If the Town wants to make any changes, then an amendment 
to the agreement will be needed. Commissioner Pugh stated that the Town should continue with the 
agreement as is and revisit the idea later if residents still want it. He also concurred with all the issues listed 
by other Commissioners. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment. 

Lisa Ritota, 4 Hudson A venue, after listening to the Commissioners and their suggestions, she stated that 
she would be fine without the platform. She asked that instead of adding a platform, that the Commission 
consider widening the steps for movement or other ideas. 

Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, stated that the Edith Street crossover access should be made with the 
interest of the public and that benches are helpful for those who physically need it. He also gave historical 
information from when the property owner adjacent to Edith Street tried to close down the public crossover. 

Tim Cassidy, 7 Hudson Avenue, asked that the Town stay with the agreement in place and that crossover 
is returned to pre-project to get it done as soon as possible. Commissioner Coz stated that the Town 
Commission can reconsider any changes to the crossover when any repair is needed on it in the future. 

Ted Ritota, 4 Hudson Avenue, opposed the platform and the widening of steps. He asked the Commission 
not to close the access and to install everything, including landscaping, back to pre-project condition. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read into the record a public comment received from David Logan from Murray 
Logan Construction, who is doing the seawall project. Mr. Logan asked that the Town Commission restore 
the crossover to pre-project condition in order for them to avoid any issues with his customer, Mr. Olofsson. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read into the record a public comment received from John Shibles from 6201 N. 
Ocean Blvd. Mr. Shibles, who is the neighbor to the North of the Edith Street crossover, opposed the 
expansion of the Edith Street crossover because it would attract more people from out of Town and would 
reduce their privacy. He also presented a landscape plan to the Commission. 

Mayor de Haseth noted for the record that the Commission will not even consider the closing of the 
crossover, and the crossover will remain open to the public. She concurred with the information provided 
by other Commissioners, and thanked Mrs. Ritota for all her efforts. Commissioner Wiescholek thanked 
Mrs. Ritota for her efforts as well, and for her receptiveness about Commissioner Comments. 

Commissioner Coz moved to deny the request for an extension to the Edith Street crossover, and to 
proceed with the existing contract; seconded by Vice Mayor Hurlburt. Motion carried 5-0. 
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5. Resolution No. 2021-06: A Resolution of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, Designating 
Depositories for Town Funds; Authorizing the Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer to Sign Town 
Checks; Authorizing Any One of the Five Town Commissioners to Countersign Town Checks; 
and Providing that this Resolution Shall Continue in Full Force and Effect Until Modified by 
Written Notice to Said Depositories. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Resolution 2021-06 into the record by title only. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Wiescholek moved to adopt Resolution 2021-06; seconded by Commissioner 
Hurlburt. Motion carried 5-0. 

6. Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance No. 2021-01: An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean 
Ridge, Florida, Amending Its Code of Ordinances By Amending Chapter 67 "Buildings and 
Building Regulations", Article III "Technical Codes and Other Construction Standards", 
Division 2 "Administration and Enforcement", Section 67-51 "Permit Required", To Amend the 
Requirements to Obtain a Demolition Permit and Provide For Penalties; and Amending Section 
67-52 "Commencement and Duration of Construction" To Adjust the Timeframes for 
Construction; Providing for Codification, Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances, Severability, and an 
Effective Date. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Ordinance 2021-01 into the record by title only. 

Town Manager Stevens noted that the ordinance passed on first reading and that if passed it would add 
demolition requirements and will shorten the timeframes for demolition. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked if the Rules of Order and Procedure are back in place, to which Town 
Attorney Goddeau noted that the motion was to suspend the rules for one item so the rules went back into 
effect after the item concluded. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Pugh voiced his disapproval for the requirement of the letter of credit, and suggested that 
the ordinance be changed to "may require". 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked why the letter of credit is required, to which Vice Mayor Coz stated that 
it is in case the company does not complete the demolition according to Town Code. 

Ric Carey, 39 Spanish River Drive and Vice Chair for the Planning & Zoning Commission, asked Town 
Attorney Goddeau if adding a word to the ordinance would require the Town to do another second reading, 
to which town Attorney Goddeau stated that adding one word would not require the Town to re-advertise 
or have additional hearings; however if the Town will not require the letter of credit to every owner, then it 
would need to develop a criteria as to when the letter of credit will be needed. If the ordinance is changed 
dramatically, then it will need to go back for additional readings. 

Neil Hennigan, 91 Island Drive S, and Member of the Planning & Zoning Commission, voiced his concern 
that staff would not know when to apply the ordinance if the ordinance is not mandated to all. He expressed 
his own experience of witnessing homes on his street that did not complete their demolition and left the 
project halfway which caused blight along the street. Commissioner Pugh stated that the Town can use 
Code Enforcement as a tool for compliance, to which Mr. Hennigan stated that the Code Enforcement 
process takes too long. Commissioner Pugh stated that it is a process to follow, and Member Hennigan 
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stated that the Commission makes the ultimate decision and that the Commission should consider the rights 
of those that are impacted by the projects not being finished. Commissioner Pugh stated that the ordinance 
is putting an undue burden on homeowners, to which Mr. Hennigan disagreed and stated that it is 
appropriate. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked how much would be required for the letter of credit, to which 
Commissioner Pugh stated that it would depend on the cost of the job. Town Manager Stevens concurred 
with Commissioner Pugh and added that the letter of credit would be 110% the cost of the job. 

Commissioner Coz stated that he could see Commissioner Pugh's point that requiring a bond may impact 
young homeowners. Town Manager Stevens informed that the ordinance would allow the homeowner's 
contractor or developer to file the letter of credit on their behalf. 

Commissioner Coz asked Building Official Guy about the cost to demolish a home, to which Building 
Official Guy stated that an average home in Ocean Ridge can be demolished for around $10,000. 
Commissioner Coz and Commissioner Pugh disagreed with the estimate that Building Official Guy stated. 
Commissioner Coz asked if the cost included demolition of accessories and how much to get the lot to 
comply with all Town Codes after demolition, and Building Official Guy stated that it would be an 
additional $5,000. Vice Chair Carey concurred with Building Official Guy and stated that the cost depends 
on how many accessories are to be demolished along with the primary structure, but the bond would not be 
a huge number. 

Commissioner Pugh expressed his concerns that this ordinance like others is creating additional hurdles for 
homeowners. Mr. Carey stated that the ordinance is drafted, but the ultimate decision on whether it will be 
approved or not is with the Town Commission. Commissioner Pugh stated that he is in favor of the 
timeframes, but he only opposes the letter of credit. Commissioner Wiescholek stated that a bond is not 
expensive. 

Commissioner Coz asked if the homeowner would also need a letter of credit to build, to which Town 
Manager Stevens stated that the letter of credit language within this ordinance is for demolition only. 
Commissioner Coz expressed his concern that the next step is requiring a letter of credit to build, to which 
Mr. Hennigan stated that it is not the intention. Mayor de Haseth stated that the ordinance aims to solve the 
issue of partial demolition, and give the Town an inexpensive additional tool ofrecourse. 

Commissioner Coz moved to adopt Ordinance 2021-01; seconded by Vice Mayor Hurlburt. Motion 
carried 4-1 with Commissioner Pugh dissenting. 

7. Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance No. 2021-02: An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean 
Ridge, Florida, Amending Chapter 64 "Zoning," Article I "District Regulations" By Amending 
Section 64-1 "RSF And RSE Single-Family Residential Districts," Amending Section 64-2 "RMM 
Medium Density Multiple-Family Residential District," Amending Section 64-4 "RHM High 
Density Multiple-Family Residential District," and Amending Article II "Planned Residential 
Development" By Amending Section 64-24 "Development Standards" To Decrease the Height of 
Two-Story Buildings When FEMA Regulations are Implicated and to Adjust the Height of a 
Parapet So That It Does Not Extend Too Far Above the Roof; Providing for Codification, Repeal 
of Conflicting Ordinances, Severability, and an Effective Date. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Ordinance 2021-02 into the record by title only. 

Town Manager Stevens stated that the proposed Ordinance addresses the residential building height and 
parapet height. The ordinance would require that the 7' NA VD be the point of measurement and for every 
foot increase in the floor elevation would cause a decrease in building height by 1 foot from the 36' building 
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height, and that flat roof parapet be a maximum of 3' above the tie beam. The ordinance was recommended 
by the Planning & Zoning Commission, and passed on first reading by the Town Commission. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Vice Mayor Hurlburt and Commissioner Wiescholek have no issues with the proposed ordinance. 

Commissioner Coz is against the ordinance and stated that the ordinance penalizes the homeowners who 
follow FEMA regulations, and that even just reducing the roof height can have potential effect on the value 
of the home. Commissioner Wiescholek disagreed and stated that the roof won't have an effect on the home 
because the homes are valued by square footage per the Property Appraiser. He further stated that the 
ordinance will create the same level of homes in the long run. 

Commissioner Pugh is in favor of adjusting the parapet height, but not of the decrease of height of two
story buildings when FEMA regulations are implicated. He stated that there should have been two 
ordinances, and not one ordinance that addresses two issues. He further stated that the height of the home 
is being decreased by the ordinance even if it is just the roof and that the ordinance penalizes homeowners. 
He discussed that towering homes is a part of the process and with time the homes adjust even without the 
proposed ordinance. Mr. Carey stated that the Town Commission makes the ultimate decision and that the 
parapets needed to be adjusted to properly cover the equipment on the roof, to which Commissioner Pugh 
argued that the ordinance gives additional height for the parapet, but reduces height from the home. Mr. 
Carey noted that the ordinance does not reduce the height of the interior of the home, but only of the roof, 
and that the Planning & Zoning Commission worked on this ordinance per the direction of the Town 
Commission. 

Commissioner Coz stated that the Town is not paralytic and will continue to change. He argued that an 
ordinance is not needed because change will happen. Mr. Carey stated that the change that they are 
discussing will be over a long period of time and the ordinance is addressing the issue now. He noted that 
the Planning & Zoning Commission worked on items directed by the Town Commission. Commissioner 
Pugh stated that the problem does not exist, therefore, the ordinance is not needed. Mayor de Haseth stated 
that the proposed ordinance has been coming for a while and that the Planning & Zoning Commission 
worked on it at the direction of the Town Commission. 

Mr. Hennigan noted that the City of Delray Beach lowered the height of their homes to 33' to accommodate 
FEMA regulations, to which Commissioner Coz dissented and stated that he spoke with a representative 
from the City of Delray Beach that stated they will not be changing their height. 

Commissioner Pugh stated that he is against the ordinance regardless of the time researching because there 
is no issue. Mr. Hennigan stated that the Planning & Zoning Commission makes quantitative decisions, but 
the Commission makes qualitative decisions. Commissioner Wiescholek discussed that the ordinance is to 
create a transition and it helps address scale, to which Commissioner Pugh stated that the scale is always 
changing in Town. 

Vice Mayor Hurlburt moved to adopt Ordinance 2021-02 on second reading; seconded by 
Commissioner Wiescholek. Motion carried 3-2 with Commissioner Coz and Commissioner Pugh 
dissenting. 

8. Land Development/ Building Permit Time Extension for Kerrigan Project on Thompson Street 
(By: Town Manager Stevens) 

Town Manager Stevens provided an overview of the item by stating the property owner is requesting 
another six-month time extension as per Sections 64-112 and 67-52 of the Town Code. The Town required 
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that the property owner give the Town a letter of credit so that the Town could complete the required off
site improvements if the property owner fails to do so, according to Town Code for a final plat. The 
irrevocable letter of credit expires on May 4, 2021, and Mr. Kerrigan is working with the bank currently 
for an extension. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment. 

Franklin Hoet, 1 Thompson Avenue, stated that he is the buyer of the property in question, and he is unsure 
of the status of the letter of credit for Mr. Kerrigan. Town Manager Stevens asked Mr. Hoet about whether 
he has completed the purchase, to which Mr. Hoet responded that he has closed on one lot and he has the 
second lot under contract. 

Commissioner Hurlburt asked when Mr. Kerrigan will have the letter of credit and asked Town Attorney 
Goddeau what is the Town's recourse to ensure continuance, to which Town Attorney Goddeau 
recommended that the Town Commission approve the extension with the condition that the letter of credit 
be renewed in order to complete the off-site improvements; however, that by a date certain that the 
Commission pull the letter of credit if the applicant has not provided an extension of the letter of credit. 

Commissioner Coz asked if the Town can pull the letter of credit right of way, to which Town Attorney 
Goddeau stated that the Town can call on the letter of credit at any time as long as it is active, but that the 
Commission should give the applicant a deadline. Commissioner Coz asked how long it takes to call on the 
letter of credit, to which Town Attorney Goddeau stated that it can be done rather quickly. Town Attorney 
Goddeau stated that the current letter of credit does not accurately match the cost of the improvements 
because revisions were made. Commissioner Coz asked if the entire amount could be called upon, to which 
Town Manager Stevens stated that the entirety of the current letter of credit can be called upon, but it will 
not cover the cost of finishing the site improvements since changes have been made to the scope. Mayor de 
Haseth asked that the Town approve the extension with the condition to obtain the letter of credit with a 
higher amount that will be able to cover the cost. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked if the Town Commission could defer the item to the Goal Setting 
Workshop on April 19, 2021, and Mayor de Haseth is against deferring the item since the applicant is aware 
of the procedure. Commissioner Wiescholek and Commissioner Coz agreed to give a deadline. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked Town Manager Stevens if she could call the bank directly, to which Town 
Manager Stevens stated that she could, however, the bank may not discuss any information with her since 
she is not authorized personnel for their account. 

Mr. Hoet asked the Town Commission what would happen if Mr. Kerrigan does not complete the work 
within 6 months, to which Town Manager Stevens stated that Mr. Kerrigan would have to come before the 
Town Commission to ask for another extension, and it would be up to the Commission to extend it or to 
call upon the letter of credit to finish the project. 

Commissioner Wiescholek stated that the Commission should ask for an increased letter of credit, and 
Town Manager Stevens added that the Commission can send a strong message that this will be the last 
extension. Commissioner Coz agreed that the letter of credit should cover the job in case we have to do it. 

Commissioner Wiescholek moved to approve a six month extension for the Land Development/ 
Building Permit for Kerrigan Project on Thompson Street with the conditions that the Town receives 
an extended letter of credit by April 15, 2021, and that the letter of credit amount shall equal to 110 
percent of the updated total cost of the off-site improvements. If a letter of credit is not received 
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within the deadline with the conditions provided, then the Town is to call upon the existing letter of 
credit; seconded by Commissioner Coz. Motion carried 5-0. 

(Town Clerk's Notes: There was a 5 minute to recess. The meeting reconvened at 8:47 p.m.) 

9. Request for Lien Reduction for 6010 N. Ocean Blvd (By: Town Clerk Armstrong) 
Town Clerk Armstrong gave a synopsis that she received a request for a reduction of a garbage and trash 
lien. She noted that only the Town Commission has the authority to reduce a recorded lien. She further 
noted that per Town Attorney Goddeau, the Town Code does not address utility liens only Code 
Enforcement liens, and moving forward the Town Commission will not hear reductions for utility liens 
unless the Town Code is changed. This item came in front of the Town Commission because it is precedent 
to allow utility liens reduction using Sec.16-10. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Vice Mayor Hurlburt is willing to consider a reduction, and asked how much money has been used. Town 
Manager Stevens stated that the owner would have to pay the cost of the garbage and trash bill as well as 
the recording fee, and at least an hour of staff time to prepare the information for the meeting. 

Commissioner Coz is against any compromise and expressed that the homeowner should have been aware 
that they were late. 

Commissioner Wiescholek is willing to compromise because the homeowner paid all other bills afterwards. 
He stated that he would keep all hard costs and any interest that the Town paid by paying the bill. 

Commissioner Pugh stated that there should be a minimum amount for anyone to come before the 
commission to ask for a reduction. He asked that the Code be reviewed to only allow the liens above $1,500 
to come before the Town Commission, to which Town Manager Stevens stated that utility liens will not be 
coming before the Commission anymore. Commissioner Pugh stated that homeowners should have the 
right to come before the Commission to ask for a reduction, but that there should be a minimum amount, 
to which Town Manager Stevens stated that the Code will have to be reviewed. 

Commissioner Pugh moved to deny the lien reduction for 6010 N. Ocean Blvd; seconded by 
Commissioner Coz. Motion carried 3-2 with Vice Mayor Hurlburt and Commissioner Wiescholek 
dissenting. 

10. Resolution No. 2021-07: Approval to Release Unity of Title for 54 Ocean Ave (By: Town Clerk 
Armstrong) 

Town Clerk Armstrong explained that 54 Ocean Avenue currently holds a unity of title that unified two 
lots, and the new homeowner would like to separate the lots to be able to construct on both lots. Town Staff 
has no objection to the release of the unity of tile; however, staff recommends that the Unity of Title only 
be released after a demolition permit has been applied for by the applicant, issued by the Town, the existing 
improvements demolished and removed from the site in accordance with Town regulations to the 
satisfaction of Town Staff, and the demolition permit closed by the Town. 

Commissioner Coz noted that any demolition would need to comply with the newly adopted ordinance, 
ordinance 2020-21, to which Chase Lamson, representative for homeowner of 54 Ocean Avenue, stated 
that he will abide by the new ordinance and will submit demolition plans the following week. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked if this would pose an issue for the comp plan, to which Town Manager 
Stevens stated that it will not since we are below the threshold of units listed in the comp plan. 
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Commissioner Wiescholek noted that the Town should always aim to keep track of the comp plan and the 
threshold of units to not go over the comp plan. 

Commissioner Pugh moved to adopt Resolution No. 2021-07, approving the release for a Unity of 
Title with the conditions that a demolition permit be applied for by the applicant, permit issued by 
the Town, the existing improvements demolished and removed from the site in accordance with Town 
regulations to the satisfaction of Town Staff, and the demolition permit closed by the Town for the 
existing single family home at 54 Ocean Avenue; seconded by Vice Mayor Hurlburt. Motion carried 
5-0. , 

11. Resolution No. 2021-08: Approval of Unity of Title for 5 Beachway N (By: Town Attorney 
Goddeau) 

Town Clerk read Resolution 2021-08 into the record by title only. 

Town Attorney Goddeau explained that the homeowner at 5 Beachway N is requesting to unify his primary 
single home dwelling lot with his dune crossover lot, and Town Code through ordinance 2020-06 allows 
the homeowner to be able to do so. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Vice Mayor Coz explained that the process to build east of the 1979 CCCL should be changed, and that an 
ordinance should not be required to build. He added that any fees charged should be minimal to avoid 
roadblocks to homeowners, and requested for the Town Manager to add an item to next month's agenda to 
discuss that. They discussed the procedure to change the CCCL ordinance. 

Commissioner Coz moved to adopt Resolution 2021-08; seconded by Commissioner Wiescholek. 
Motion carried 5-0. 

12. Resolution No. 2021-09: A Resolution of the Town Commission of the Town of Ocean Ridge, 
Florida, Amending the Adopted Schedule of Fees for Various Services and Providing for an 
Effective Date. (By: Town Manager Stevens) 

Town Clerk read Resolution 2021-09 into the record by title only. 

Town Manager Stevens advised that the schedule of fees is being amended to reduce the fee amount to 
appeal an administrative decision, and to increase the police department fees in line with current policies. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Wiescholek noted that the fee to appeal an administrative appeal may be more the $250 in 
some cases and the Town should not lock itself into only being able to charge that, and Town Manager 
Stevens suggested making it a minimum of $250. 

Vice Mayor Hurlburt moved to adopt schedule of fees with the change that the appeal of 
administrative decision be a minimum of $250; seconded by Commissioner Pugh. Motion carried 
5-0. 

13. Set Date for Joint Workshop with the Planning & Zoning Commission in April (By: Town 
Manager Stevens) 

Town Manager Stevens stated that the Town Commission voted to meet semi-annually with the Planning 
& Zoning Commission for a joint workshop, and she is requesting to cancel the April Joint Workshop 
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because staff is still working on items from the October meeting. Mayor de Haseth stated that a meeting is 
still necessary to re-establish and evaluate priorities. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment. 

Ric Carey, 39 Spanish River Drive, voiced his concern of cancelling a joint workshop. He explained the 
importance of the Joint Workshops in order for the Planning & Zoning Commission to get directions from 
the Town Commission. 

Commissioner Pugh stated that any workshop dates should be after the appointment of Planning & Zoning 
Commissioners in May. They discussed the different months to have the Joint Workshops, and after a 
lengthy debate, they decided to make the Joint Workshop be scheduled within three months of April. 

Commissioner Coz moved to cancel the Joint Workshop in April, and set a date for the Joint 
Workshop within three months of April; seconded by Vice Mayor Hurlburt. Motion carried 5-0. 

14. Designation of Voting Delegate and Alternates to the Palm Beach County League of Cities, Inc. 
(By: Town Manager Stevens) 

Town Manager Stevens advised that each year in April, the Town must designate a Voting Delegate and 
Alternate Voting Delegate to vote on behalf of the Town of Ocean Ridge on municipal public policy matters 
periodically presented and adopted by the Palm Beach County League of Cities (PBCLOC) through 
legislative and operation membership vetting process. Generally, positions are adopted by the PBCLOC 
with municipal consensus and within "Home Rule" and other local government parameters. She suggested 
the Town Manager be designated as primary voting delegate and all Commissioners be designated as 
alternate voting delegates. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Wiescholek moved to designate Town Manager Stevens as the Primary Voting 
Delegate, and designate all Town Commissioners as Alternate Voting Delegates for the Palm Beach 
County League of Cities; seconded by Commissioner Pugh. Motion carried 5-0. 

STAFF & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
15. Planning & Zoning Commission 
Mayor de Haseth invited Vice Chair Carey of the Planning & Zoning Commission to the podium. Mr. Carey 
advised that his report summarizing the last P&Z Meeting was included in the meeting package and asked 
if Commissioners had any questions. There were none. 

16. Town Manager 
Town Manager Stevens noted that the Town Manager's report was included in the meeting packages and 
posted online for public viewing. She further noted that the only item up for discussion is to reconsider the 
naming of the new private street off Thompson Street, as the family members of the long-time philanthropic 
resident would like to name it "Whitney Way" rather than" Whitney Lane". Commissioner Coz concurred. 
Commissioner Wiescholek moved to change the name of the street to "Whitney Way"; seconded by 
Mayor de Haseth. Motion carried 5-0. 

Town Manager Stevens stated that she will be bringing a Resolution to a future meeting to establish the 
hours of linear park. 

17. Town Attorney 
There was no report. 
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18. Police Chief 
Chief Hutchins advised that the Police Department repo1i was included in the meeting package, and noted 
that April 11-17 is National Telecommunicator' s week, and that the Police Depaiiment will be honoring 
the Dispatchers. He also advised residents to take precautions. 

19. Town Engineer & Public Works 
Mayor de Haseth advised that the repo1i was included in the meeting package. There were no questions 
from Commissioners. 

20. Building Official 
Building Official Guy advised that the Building Department report was included in the meeting package. 
There were no questions from Commissioners. 

TOWN COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
21. Additional Comments Related to the Town Manager's Evaluation (By: Commissioner Hurlburt) 
Vice Mayor Hurlburt offered additional comments regarding her evaluation of Town Manager Stevens. She 
stated that her high evaluation of Town Manager Stevens was based on her experience and knowledge of 
working with Town Manager Stevens, and other Town Managers as well. She stated that the numbers and 
comments she gave were not arbitrary, and that other Commissioners from other Towns compliment Town 
Manager Stevens. 

22. Employment Contract Term Limits (By: Commissioner Wiescholek) 
Commissioner Wiescholek asked to defer this item in the interest of time. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 

mstrong, and adopted by the Town Commission on May 3, 2021 . 
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